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From the desk of our Executive Director

“...we offer hope...that there is always
something that can be done to help a
family find a home of their own.”

On saturday, May 12 ™ we are
holding our 4™ Annual Mother’s Day
HOMES (Helping Our Mothers
Experience Success) event at St.
John Neumann Catholic Church in
Eagan. | look forward to this event all
year. My favorite part of the planning
is discussing the many successes of
the residents and thinking of ways
we could showcase their stories
without having them feel
uncomfortable. Hearing from the
residents is always the highlight of
the event. Former residents will be
sharing their personal stories; some
of the circumstances that led them to
our shelter and ultimately their
success in finding and maintaining
housing for their families. Every story
here is unique and | am constantly
amazed by the courage and strength
of the women who come through our
doors.

Homelessness can be one of those
words that becomes so common
place that we can lose touch with
what it must feel like to not have a
home, to not know where you or your
children are going to sleep that night.
When they share their stories, it not
only reminds people that what we do

is S0 necessary, but it also reaffirms
that there is hope...that there is always
something that can be done to help a
family find a home of their own. At
HOMES you'll also hear what you can
do to help.

| think that hope is one of the most
important things we offer here at
Dakota Woodlands. When families
arrive, many feel hopeless, that the
obstacles they are facing are simply
too overwhelming. The classes,
workshops, support, counseling and
encouragement that we offer is not
only practical information and
education they need to obtain and
maintain a home of their own, but each
resource becomes another
option...and options gives us hope.
There is no hopeless situation;
everyone who comes here can move to
a good option for their family.

Please join me on Saturday, May 12 t
for HOMES... you too can Help Our
Mothers Experience Success! The
event details and registration
information are included in this issue of
the Dakota Digest. But, please contact
Lane at our office today to reserve a
spot for you and your mom, your
husband, your friends/colleagues, your
daughter or son....

Hope to see you there!
Reyne

Please join us for

Mother’s Day!

and celebrate

H.O.M.E.S.

Helping Our Mothers Experience
Success...

Saturday, May 12 " 8:30-9:30am
St. John Neumann
Catholic Church in Eagan

To reserve space, contact
Lane at 651-456-9110 or
resource@dakotawoodlands.org

We are grateful for
every donation!!!!

You can donate on line at
www.dakotawoodlands.org

Or please send your
gift today.
Thank you so much!!!
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Don't forget!
Make reservations
today for the HOMES
event!

Our HOMES event will introduce you to ou  r work with families who have experienced
homelessness right here in Dakota County. Please in  vite your family, friends and co-

workers to celebrate Mother's Day with us and hear from former residents, our
Executive Director, Reyne Branchaud-Linsk and other special guests about our work !
and ways that you can help. h, \ /I’ ‘I}(l A,i

Please RSVP to Lane by May 1, 2007 Phone: 651-456-9110 ext. 12 or email: resource@dakotawoodlands.org

National Volunteer Week was April 15-21 ...We Thank You for all you do!

Here is a “collage” of some of our Wonderful Volunt eers... (and one really funny one of some of our st aff!)




Volunteer Opportunities

For further informat ion or to volunteer, please
contact Lori at (651)456-9110 ext 15
or e-mail volunteer@dakotawoodlands.org

Toilet Paper
Large Size Diapers, Size 5 & 6

Condiments: Ketchup, Mustard, Mayo, Salad Dressings
Kitchen Help—work with staff and residents to

prepare meals, clean and organize storage areas. 32 gallon or larger garbage bags

Baby Monitors (We need 2-3
monitors, various brands are great)

Sorting Donations

Playing educational games with school age

children 1-2 Heavy duty rocking chairs for resident rooms, new or

gently used.

Rock Babies
1-2 adult bikes in great shape

Reading Stories to Children

Play station 2 games (used are fine) rated “E” for
everyone preferred

Cleaning/Organizing Office Areas
Perms for African-American women’s hair
Hair Conditioner (all types)

A bagel slicer

Small boxes of powdered laundry detergent

For further information about how you or
your group can assist us, please contact
Lane at (651) 456-9110 ext. 12 or emalil
resource @dakotawoodlands.org

Just Between Friends! s a children’s consignment event in Rosemount on May 3-5 at the

Rosemount Community Center. As a consigner, Dakota Woodlands can earn 70% on all the items we sell. If
you have just a few special, gently used maternity, baby or children’s clothing items that you would like to
donate for us to sell at the event, please contact Lane Cavanaugh by April 25th at 651-456-9110 or
resource @dakotawoodlands.org

Dakota Woodlands ~ 3430 Wescott Woodlands ~ Eagan, MN 55123
Telephone - 651.456.9110 ~ Fax - 651.456.9244
http://www.dakotawoodlands.org

If you would like to unsubscribe to this newsletter, please email:
reyne@dakotawoodlands.org
(Simply type "unsubscribe" in the subject line).




